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COL. PAUL WENTWORTH HOUSE

Selmon Palla, Strafford County, New Hampshire

-

Qwner Mrs. Frederiok S. Blodgett
— XL PRINCE ST, NEWTON, MYAGS
Date of Erection 1701
Arohiteot Unknown
Builder Unknown . Bu\LY Fofe. COL, PauL WENTWRTH
Present Condition Originally one room deep
leanto added.
. Exterior finish and aills
. . in very poor condition.
. Number of Storisa ™o and a half

Materials of Foundations &tone.
Construction -

Superstructure wood. CLAPBOARDS
Chimmey bridk laid in clay.
QOther Existing Records 0ld Time New England

October, 1928
by Frank Chouteau Brown

The building has been moved to Dover, Masaaohussetitis.

Prepared by E. W. Clark, District Officer, December, 1937
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AL WEITWORTI (ILUSE «
(The nouse Lus not been nessured ard consequently not
studied.) In a preliminary visit I went over the house with

¥r. Wwendell and le ter witii Mrs. Blod;ett.

- Bhe ariginal house wus u ceatral chiimney type one roou

l . deep end two stories high. The lean-to was added later and ) ) s
A it probably contained & new kitchen with & lerge fireplece

and oven.

Tne Bust Room, First Floor, was undoubtedly he orig=
inal kitcuen, conta&ining & cooking fireplezoe und oven which
hes since veen chiunged to a large living fireplice witiout

an oven. Tue Jambs of the filireplace wre Jald witlh o« wide .

“spley énd-a.methed of Lu .Gl bricks wl the corner wiich we
associate with luter work, while the splay wud corner of ‘the. '™

firepluce of the room above it zeens conﬁexipoi‘ary-with the .-

the extent of the ori,inal heurth is not parked by them. The '

- B dudo with verr wide siiles wiG :ils, wlhich e Gomnon in this”
e section, runs behind tlhe curaer cunboard. This suggests thaet

h“v.—..__ L
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the oupbéari,wa$ arl afterthought. On eitier siae of the door
to the Kitdhéﬁ;ffhe dado cup niters and drops Lo e f1uur.
Thig ia awvefv interesting trestment that we neve not ret else,
‘where: but ‘one wonders wuere the o:i“lnal door was from this
old kitchen to the well and oub=buildis. It wus zenerally
near the corner of ﬁhe room where the eupboard now stands. The
shuttera are hlnged and lay bhack syaingt the plastPr uall.
This room 18 vexy attractlvp in yroportion and detail, except

‘for the brick work of tae fireplece v ich is culte cirule.

‘ The West Room, First i"leor, is a bird of sncther feath-
er. The ;ﬁdﬁkboOut trim of tvhe fireplece and the very Tlat
mouldings thruugh vut tue room renindd us of tle refinement
thut precaeded third pPrlOd work. Tirre is « verr elebouarte
moulding below the cased cuiuney girt, the upper newber of which

'breaks out,_auégestlng tiiat there wuas scme sort of over-mantle.
'Lhe sliding.snutters)tend to contfirm the sugoestion thut the trim

of duis room is Jluve. OFill later thun the uoulided lrim we.

think awaﬁ‘}e wi@e howrdas Leet Turn blie well trectment. Yhe

TOOL ig Ver* be&u ETML

jin %bne..unu tue cciLrect hetween pléin

boards and the moulded trim'oi sngh~1y different oolor e bex~

ture is pleasing in its self. Ilovever the interest in ;hg‘xoem-fﬁ}

11&eriveivb# the=ﬁ9awsuemployéd,ié rather modern than treditional

of Colonlal worki The boards are old end ‘as we renember it

the present ownex “ound them in plaﬁe covered Wltﬂ Wallpaper. B
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Cwouldiins . IV is three paels nilph witi tue small puuel au tlw

) room about here.‘

'ﬂis original with the house. ﬁhere i8 however a aescrepdnoy_
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‘The Second Floor room 0 the Test is unobher fihe'

“interior. It hus cased coruer pobtb, heam;, uo dado, w1de

floor boards, und un unusuu; ”1rekrace with en wrehed top

off-set. We huve found in thld gection two oti.er wyched open-;Qf

inss but in neither of them wag the arch off-set, one was built.-

about 1700 an& the ot‘er 1785. The puueillng wrd pileassers flank-

ing. thé firepl&ce sre nlo&lj worred out and the wall is very

'pleasing. wﬂ% propartion however is thin and sugeests work of

tne revolutionary period.
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+. The Second Floor rooms 1o the Wesl are the nost inter-

‘esting in ‘the house. The muin ruow iy &t tue back of the house,

and in front is what sppears to sau anti-room wnd bed room for

& body servant. The mein roow is puce,led on Tour walls. - On

'these wulls the panelling weets the cusing of tic girts, and on S

" the intverior wall the glustér ceiling, withoul & coupensating

ide wnd the proportlon square

LSS wie verp

I h0pe that future stu&y w111 show thatlit
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The remaining portion of the original house to be

mentioned is the. stair hall whioch extenas from the first
floor'to the ettic. From the second floor to the attic is
a.héavy cldsed‘atfiné'énd é'mQulded hend rail of coout the
sume pattern that we found in the 170% house on Leer St eet,
PortSmouthi H. H. Is 1s almost & tudor section. There sie
 no balusters in t11is T™an and thehe Lay never heve been wny.
,In the Deer Street Ioude there were pine voluktlers, 2" stwile.
' This'pArtidh of thé stalr we consider original, tut the run

from the firat to the éecond floor is an open siring type

.wﬂlth gr¢cefu1 hand rail und decorative pilasters. We think
.Lli;that the stair first to gecond floor wes. rebuilt at about
the p&riod of the Revolution st sbout which time we think
;ﬁh;t‘tha moulded trim ‘of tue first floor West Room and the

-,_he seaond floor Pust Roomlwau instelled. Y
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_ These old houses are docunients ol challye in babits

Lo e gy .

and. seetd 9T shegucle
| or e famnes Aha .eiieﬁ in mm‘.’fm pure westiciic tuy be

, :

ahoeked at the Ghdﬂée in cnuracter in paubing fron the Weﬁt

*.rle sna in werticuler the history

w.bed room to the E&bt bed room, o1 frou the first run of stairs .

"to¢$he seoond‘run ¢f stairs. To wost of .8 the olianges tell

other stories. The desire for greater refinenent in liV1n5

and sutroundaings snd the wttendant loss in diveotness el vige
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"gll fhe personal hldtorv‘of the ranﬁly, its

\.I

handi Whate?er tales We' [ay now draw from 1t ~these




